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pass on either movement a dispassionate judgment.1 Such a
judgment is also made difficult by the contradictions that meet
us at every point: in the attempt to use the newly expanding
physical sciences which, whatever they were, could not really
be held to represent a return to the past, with a politically and
socially reactionary philosophy that was in fact the negation
of progress and discovery in any realm of life ; in the extra-
ordinary volte-face by which the arch-enemy of theology,
metaphysics and religion ultimately turned into the apostle of
a cult weaker at every point than the religion it was meant to
supersede ; in the foe of priestcraft and superstition ultimately
coming to the conclusion that his best ally was really the
Church, and in the Church the Order of the Jesuits. Really
clear minds like Mill's saw immediately that while there might
be interesting points in Comte's philosophy, particularly in
his hostility to theology and to his belief in scientific method,
Comtism as a system would not hold water—to the great annoy-
ance of Comte, who bitterly complained of the " defection
of his English disciples," and held that his system was an
indivisible whole.
Even without taking him at his word (had the world done
so, Comtism would not have long survived) it is easy to see
that as a purely scientific analysis there is much in it that will
not bear close examination. Not only was he maddeningly dog-
matic while pretending to be cool and impartial, but, as Taine
remarks, he was scientifically incompetent. What are we to
think of a system of would-be historical scientific generalization
which ignores most of the world in space (India and China
are not mentioned) and in time (Comte knows nothing of
pre-modern periods)? What sense of historical development
has one who, surveying the whole of human history, ascribes
but three or four centuries to the metaphysical age, between
two eternities of military and scientific activity ?
That is not to deny that, as a philosophy of history, Comtism
is, as Faguet calls it, one of the best welded of systems, based
* See Dumas, PsycMogfe de deux Messrs positivistes. He considers Saint-
Simon had the original ideas, Comte the method and the real scientific
knowledge.
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